“aaiali] the
Jehuldlll pglestinian
museum

0097.03.0035

Issue 3 of the Friends Schools Newsletter in Ramallah

An 8-page printed material in English, a newsletter of the Friends Schools in Ramallah,
Issue 3 No 1 for the fall of 1989.



FRIENDS
SCHOOLS

NEWSLETTER

VOL.3, NO.1

PO BOX 66, Ramallah, West Bank, Via Israel

Autumn 1989

One Year Late,
SCHOOLS REOPEN

©n July 18, 1989, after a
seven-month military closure,
the Israeli authorities order-

the gradual reopenlng of
all schools in the West Bank.
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The
grades and the twelfth grade
resumed classes on the 22nd of

first .six elementary

July. They were followed by
the preparatory classes who
returned on the 2nd of August,
and the 10th and 11lth grades
who were allowed back on the
30th of August. The opening of
schools was no doubt in res-
ponse to international and
local pressure. The long term
plans of the military,
however, are not known. It
should be noted that the
universities in the West Bank
and Gaza remain closed by
military order.

Palestinians = received the
respening order with mixed

feelings. Although parents
ware pleased that their
children could go back to

school they were skeptical as
to whether the authorities
will keep them cpen for long.
Palestinians wiew ths school
closures” as another form of

collective punishment in an

attempt to  blackmail the
society into submission. The
Israeli argument that the
closure of schools Was

necessary for securlty reasons
does not hold. Are first
graders really a threat to
Israell security? The authori-
ties said that they feared
that open schools gave stu-
dents a place to demonstrate.

Why then were they opposed to
alternative forms of education
such as in the home where
atudents did not congregate?

Shortly after the Intifada
began and in response to the
school closures, popular com-
mittees arranged neighborhood
classes. Students met out-
doors, in homes, mosgues and
churches for study sessions
with parents, teachers or
older children. Popular educa-
tion differed in content and
style from place to place. The
absence of direct Israeli
gupervieion gave Palestinian
educators an excellent oppor-
tunity to experiment with a
new curriculum that is more in
touch with the Palestinian
history and culture. This was
a breath of fresh air to many
educators vho always felt that
the Jordanian curriculum,
which is taught in all West
Bank schools, was out of date
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and inappropriate. Fopular
education continued for some
time till it was declared
1llegal by the authorities and
outlawed. Any student, oOr
teacher found participating
was subject to harassment and
arrest. More f{frustrating was
the authorities' refusal to
allow the distribution of home
study packets for parents to
teach their children at home,
a program which was initiated
by some private and UNEWA
schools. The Israeli crackdown
on popular education had a
chilling effect. While some
communities continued to defy
military orders and teach,
popular education in
areas was stopped. It was
clear by that time that the
Israelis were against any kind
of education. Their aim was to
pressure the community into
stopping the Intifada by
paying a high price, that of
" tion". Politically, the
Israelis paid a high price as
well. The closure of schools
was condemned by the interna-
tional community and further
tarred Israel's image.

The continued and 1

closure of schools had negati-
ve conzequences on Palestinian
children. With students cut of
gchool for most of the past 1%
months, academic gkills have
been forgotten as have the
normal routines of school.
Educators are concerned about
the effect this lengthy clo-
sure had on younger children
in particular. cChildren of
ages 6-8 are still illiterate,
older children have forgotten
what they have learned.
Children lost the habit of
serious and productive work inm
a structured learning environ-
ment and within a group.

Response to authority and
classrcom management are also
a major concern for many
educators. Having defied the
Isracli authorities, children
may be experiencing internal
pressures that have implica-
tlons for traditional Pales-
tinian famiiy and societal

{ Continued on page § )






NEW CHALLANGES FOR FRIENDS SCHOOLS

The past 19 months have been
difficult ones for the Friends
schoaols in Ramallah. The
closure of the schoole has had
a devastating ecffect on the
aschools' educational plans.
Rather than expand reosources
on the improvenent of
facilities , the upgrading of
staff, and the development of
new curricula, the schools
have seen their income
diminish as the student body
has shrunk in size and many of
those students still enrolled
were unable to pay their fees.
Major decisions must be made
by the Board of Trustees as it
deals with this harsh reality.

The eclosure of schools hurt
all Palestinians, its effects
on the Friends Schools have
been devastating. Unlike other
schoole in the West Bank and
caza strip, 37% of the student
body were English-speaking,
that is Palestinian studente
mainly from America whose
first language is English. For
some time Palestinian families
in America have sent their
children back to the homeland
to learn something of their
Palestinlan roots and to
learn the Arablc language. The
Friends Schools were the only
schools in the West Bank and
Gaza which provided these
children with a bilingual
education. With the closure of
schools, most of these
children were recalled by
their parents back to the USA
to eontinue their education.
In addition to the departure
of these students, many
parents found alternative
education im private schools
in East Jerusalem for their
children, further decreasing
the cnrollment at the Friends.

pespite the problems brought
about by the closure of the
schools, the Friemds schools®
administration and faculty did
not sit idly by waiting for
the Israelis to reopen the
schools . Meetings were held
in search of creative and
challenging educational alter-
natives to regular schooling.
A temporary alternative was
sought without openly defying
the military orders. The most
offective and successful
program developed was that of
" tgaching at a distance"™ in
which teachers preopared and
distributed home study packete
which allowed parents te teach
their children at home without
having them come to school on

a daily basis.

Maturally thie and other
alternative programs could not
roeplace regular supervised
teaching at a central
location. But theoy spoke of
the Friends' commitment to
education despite the external
cbhstacles. Unfortunately these
efforts on the part of the
Friends Schools were
insufficient in retaining the
student body, nor were they
considered enocugh to justify
charging full tuition fees. To
further complicate the
financial picture, the Friends
Schools had to bear in mind
the severe economic hardships
being borne by the community
due to the uprising. Unlike
other private schools which

are heavily subsidi by
forelgn institutions, the
Friends have baen 95%

depondent on tuition fees.

1t is therefore not surprising
that the Board of Trustees
finds it is being forced to
make some difficult decisions
if the schools are to survive.
At present there seem to be
three alternatives: 1. To
close both schools entirely;
2. To merge the boys and girls
schools or To continue
with the present sltuation
with the hope that the school
will be able to shortly regain
its financial strength. In a
recent meeting, the Board
opted for the merger since it
seemed the most fiscally
responsible and most
beneficial in the long run.
The idea of merger is not
actually a new one; it had
been on the agenda of the
Board of Trustees for quite
some time. The present
sltuation forced the Board to
an early dacision despite the
fact that a =tudy had not been
conpleted, as had been hoped,
to measure the applicability.
Beginning with the next school
year, 1989-1990, which is due
to start in January 1990, the
administration, staff and
students of the two Friends
Schools will be merged.

{ For further views on the
merger see page 4
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SCHOOL LOOSES
ITS FIRST MARTYR

Saturday, August the 19th, was
an exceptionally sad day for
the Friends Schools. The body
of Amjad Jibril, a Palestinian
Mmerican grade 9 student, was
fournd on the previous evening.
Mmjad had been missing for
three days. The circumstances
of his death romain unclear.

Amjad was last seen by friends
and family on the evening of
wWednesday the l6th of August
when he left his home to
attend afterncon prayers at a
nearby mosgque. There were
clashes and heavy shooting
following the prayers and
Amjad did not return home that
avening. Amjad's mother
reported his disappearance
both to the American consulate
and the Ramallah Police. The
family had no news about the
whereaboute of Amjad for three
days. A shopherd found Amjad's

on the owening of Friday
the 18 with a gunshot wound in
his chest. Amjad's uncle iden-
tified the body and a speedy

burial was arranged in
accordance with Islamic
traditions.

Hews about Amjad's death

spread around the school early
the following day. The school
administration called for a
three day mourning. Students
and faculty then proceeded to
Amjad's house to give their

condolences. Amjad is the
first martyr of the school
since the beginning of the
intifada. .

{ Continued on page 5 )






ONE YEAR LATE
( Continued from page 1 )

relationships. Educators arc
worried that children might
have problems responding to
school authority once they are
in class.

Graduating students proparing
for universities are alsc a
major concern. With the West
Bank universities still
glosed, most students are
deprived access to higher
education. The few students
who can afford to study
abroad are not gqualified due
to the lang closure of
gchools. The short time left
till the matriculation exam
vhich is to be held in
Hovember means that not all
the material will be covered
vhich leaves those studente at
a disadvantage. If the current
situation continues, not only
will the present generatison be
affected but future genera-
tione as well.

R R i

SCHOOL LOOSES. ..

( Continued from page 3 )

Amjad was borm im the US in
1974 and was sent by his
parents to study at the
Friends Schools. Like other
Palestinian Americans Amjad's

parents wished for him to
study the Arabic language and
to learn something ﬂge his
Falestinian roots. Amjad
started at FBS as an English-
speaking student but im 1986
he was transfered to the
regular program upon  his
request.

Amjad was a good student with
a high average . He liked to
read and to play sports. Amjad
was planning to study computer
science when he got to
college. The memorles that
Amjad left at the FBS will not
be forgotten.

VIEWS ON MERGING ..ccvsee

{ Continued from page 4 )

Regarding the merger  Mr.
Ehalil Mahshi had the
following to say:

Mahshi: In general, I wview

merger as a positive step. It
will benefit the Friends Glrls

and Boys Schools in the
following ways:
1. The two Friends schools

have lost 400 out of their
1000 students since the
beginning of the Intifada. In
therefore, we
fow students.
Financially, we cannot afford
to  run two similar or
identical programs in the two
schools with these numbers.
Merger saves a good part of
our running expenses. We have
already merged girls and boys
in grades 11 and 12 for the
1988/89 school year. I think
it sdvisable to do the same in
other grades with small
numbers of students. Actually,
we have to do so if we are to
survive through this wvery
difficult peried in the life
of the Friends Schools and the
community.

2. It is my philesophy that
the role of schools iz to
prepare our children for life
in our community and in the
world at large. In the
Palestinian community, women
and men work together in the
same institutions and in
various areas and fields, they
study together in most
universities, and they mix
together at home and in the
community. What ie even more
important at present, is that
women and men are struggling
together, side by side, to end
occupation and for the
liberation of our people. This
mixing has become the trend
which is prevailing and
increasing in the modern
world. We should prepare our
children for it at school.
Therefore, I think it is only
natural that the Friends
Schools adapt to the real
world after 100 years of their
existence. If one day our
community reverses this trend,
then we should consider going
back to segregation again.
Personally, I hope that this
will not Thappen to our
community because I believe
that segregation is not

some classes,
have very

5

natural. It ie something which
is enforced on human beings.

3. Following from the previous
point, I think that merger is
going to make our girls better
prepared to compete and to be
equal in the real life after
echool. If they learn how to
compete in school and to fend
for themselves they will be
able to do so in real life, I
do not believe that protecting
girls in a school for females
is necessarily a good thing
for them. I certainly
appreciate and understand the
emotlions of people who value
the role that the FGS has
played in the advancement of
Palestinian women. I think
that these people are highly
committed to the ood
cducation of women at all
times. If merger is going to
harm the education of women,
or men, then it should not be
implemented.

4. I think that merger will
enable us to u=se our
human and financial resources
more efficlently. It will,
hopefully, prevent duplication
in the development of 1
and educational facilities.
These will become more
specialized in each of the two
campuses to serve the age
group attending school in that
campus. For example, instead
of building two identical labs
or gymnasia, one will be built
to cater for the needs of
lower grades in one campus and
another for the needs of upper
grades in the other campus.

I can go on and ecite more
reasons and more examples. But
I do not think that aspace in
the Hewsletter allows me to do
s0. Therefore, I will end by
saying that we should look at
margar objectively and
rationally not only
emotionally. If it serves the
advancement of education in
the Friends Schools for all
our children, then we should
implement it either gradually
or immediately as we see fit,
possible, and realistie. I
personally tend to believe
that it does and that it will
make Friends Schools still
stronger and better in the
long run.






FRIENDS GIRLS SCHOOL IN 1898

Students in the dining room when F.G.S. was a boarding school
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Timothy Hussey ( F.G.S- principal ) and wife Anna Hussey with
students and tecachers.
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sStudents in chapel in what is now the science laboratory




