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VIETHANESE WOMEN IN THE EDUCATION
OF THE YOUNGER GENERATION
]

In the promotion of the resovlublonsry cause and the buil-
ding of a cowmtry, the edueation of the youhger generation
is of primary importance because it boils down to the trai-
ning of the defenders of and successars of the revolutionary
cause, the fubture masters of the country. Our Democratic
Republic ef Viet lam, a country that has experienced a long
revolutionary struggle and is now facing the great task of re=
building the ceuntry, has paid particular to thils problem
as is instructed by President HB chi Minh An his Iast Wish
and Testakent $"The fostering of the revolubionary generation
for the future is very important .and necessary'™,.

In this great and important task, which is the concern
of the Soclety and State,the VietMam Workers' Party and the
_DeR.V.N. gevernment have re=affirmed the role and the grest
capacities of women not only for the reason being their
natural funetion of bearing and rearing children but also
for their great inherent dduecational capacities., This has
baen clearly defined in a Party resolution on agitatlon work
among women $™In the protection of health, the education of
children and the bullding of the new generaticn, women are
the most capable and appropriate force and must play an
essential part in this matter. The role and the peychology
of the mother,of the sister and the virtues of our women
have made it wheolly possible for them to assume that heavy
responsibility".

First of all, family education plays a very important
part in the eciuc:a‘bion of the young gmmeration ., It is the
first education s child gets and has a very lasting influ-
ance even when the youngster is on the threshold of 1ife.

45 @ mother,woman certainly plays an important rols in family
educations It is o nakrmal Fimetics of waman, In bthe old
chder , however, when our country was writhing under the co—
lonial yoke of demination, women themselves did not enjoy

any equallty both in the family ana soclety, their cultural
Ll

P-::li'tif:ﬂl and general knowledge was incredibly poor, the
mothers part in family L

education was not uphleld, 4 a
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tiou to the youngsr generation.'.,
Ler ey cholice ,of a gareer,
lowe, dmunshed the mpvement for

bringing up the echildren ghiree reSpon-
gibility™" movements the “Eind mother™ movement, A3 g result
of these movements, the mother®s sense-of responsibility
in the matber of edicgblon ls improved, The Unlon has held

erc2s on the education of chil-
dren, on the arganisation of vhe harmonious, demoeratic
family are exchanged and ths womsn with good achievementa
in the edusation of gra commended. The part ef ths
woman in the family education thersfore is socially reco~
gnized more snd more '1:!:_-,03:"..‘;;:.
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cltizens and workers. Their high national awareness hag
helped them fulfil the heavy task of educating the young
generation the love for the country, the readiness to saw
erifice all, the determination to fight against any a85ETe8—-
sor in defence of national independence and freedom, Im +the
course of the two resistance wars,the young people, snconra-
ged and educated by heroic mothers, moved , batch after bateh,
up to the front line,making worMhy contributions to the great
victories of the country. If it had not been for the mobhers?
education, we should not have withessed such convineing faet
as three, five or éVErlsevgn brothers of the same family
Joined the army. The high appraisal of these meritorious ser-
vices by the Vietnamese nation ean f£ind full expression in'
the following statement :"Our people and Party show eternal
gratitude to Vietnamese mothers, who have borne and offered
to the Fatherland the best sons that have been Ilghting with
supréme herolsm to defend the beautiful country begueathed
to us by our fore fathersM. :

Apart from family education, school education also playe
an impertant part, In school education system, the first form
closely associated with family education is pre-school care,
Pre-gchool education ies very important both in the training

of the young generation might at the tender age and io the

emaneipation of women. For all its importance, the. notion of
pre=school education wae practieally noneexistent in colonial -
and feudsl Viet lam. Only under the new social regime, are
theere pre-school classes. The State and the Women's Union,
fully .conscious of its importance, have paid particular attenw
tion to this sphere of activity. Our national economny meeting
with many difficulties due to the long drawn out war, the State
irvestment ean only centre upon the Key 1inR 3 the training

of menagerial cadres and teachers. To date,there are 22 Prow= - -

school teachers! treining eolleges in various provinces ,ameng
them 2 in the Highlands and 1 central school, turning out enoug
nanagerial cadres and teachers for the movementts requirsment,

Every year,zgfrashernéoursaa.arﬂ opened iuriqg the summer
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holidays to improve them . professionndly. The other resg=
pechs, such as brilding schools and materlal equipemend:,
paying the teachers® ealarles, sending people to the &
training collefes..., are teken care of by the people
(the childrents parsnts and the agricultural cooperatives).
The Women's Unlcon mekes it i%s .du ty to choose good
teachers and to encourage parents to send their shildrpen
to the pre-school clasmses, In poor national econcmie
conditions,the ccoperation is indeed or valusble experi-.
enceé and the people's contribubtions are truly . tremendous.
And so starting from serateh, we have now 11,000 pre-
school classes, nsarly ."..5;1'300 teachers and aboub 350.000
children attending classes (208 of pre-school age children
in the delta). FNoteworthy is the Pact that these classes
are opened everywhere : in towms in the delta, in the
Highlands. (In Tén Tifn‘slone,s village with 7.000 pecsle,
there are 32 pre-school classes,all well-aired and well-
lighted,umder the eare of 32 teachers « This achievement,
which everyone of us can be proud of , iz not only the
result of the contributions of the Women's TUnion but also
the efforts &f all women, from the top ,management cadres
te the teachers. The part played by Feachers is extmemely
important : They not only tedch the children but alsg
propagate the utility of pre-echool eaiucérbicr},' encourage
parents to send children %o schools and popularize advanced
methods of locking after children, to get rid of backward
practices in the education of children in the countryside.
During the war years, even under U.S. bombs, many teachers
tried their best to maintain clasges, ensure safety far
the pupils and the contlnuous development of this branch
of edueatlon.,.Indeed, pre-school eduéation has contri-
buted to educating our children good irtues and practiceg,
naking a favourabls start in their general education.

' From an under-developed ecountry, domintated for nany
years by the eolonialists, Paced with the aggressive wars
of old and new colonialism, advancing to sécialism, we mush

do everything possibia to educate the Founger generation
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the love or _o-countrys the determination to fight against
oppresslon and aggression to defend national independenee
and freedomj the naticnsl pride j the awarences to preservg
and respect national culture and at the same time to train
them into masters of the country endeowed with revolutionary
enthusiasm, good cultural gnd teechnical levels in order %o
assunme the heavy responsibility of building up the colmtry.
The fulfilment of this task depends largely on the general
education schoolswand universities. As a result of the come
cern of our state, the system of our general education
schools and universitieés has seen a vigorous and guick de=
velopment,particularly after 1954 ,Before theRevolution,
there were senior high schools only in Hanoi and Junior
high schools in some large towns. Now, after 30 years of
the revolutionary power, we have built up & wide-spread
network of general education schools in the . coumtrysids and |
in towns, in the delta and in the highlands, There is g pri-
nary school and a junior high school for every wvillage and
8 senlor high school for every districy,including the highi
land with a total of nearly 5,000,000 pupils altogether,
There iz also a network of 30 universities and colleges with
about students. To make such a developed system of
education roseible,the state has paid rartieular attentian
to two fundamental problemss ;

1)To ‘train quickly an army of teachers with such forms
of encouragement &s granting higher scholarships to all
students of Teachers! celleges making more investments Into
Peachera' Training schoold, Now, there are 70 intermediate
Teachers! Training schoocls snd 5 Yeachers! Training colleges,
with 38,589 students., :

2) To ereate favoureble conditions for all children
from werking-class families to atbend schools s Though oup
economy is still very poor, school-Ffees sre practloally nee
gligible and this year, in the Natiomal. Assembly session
early in 1975,the Stato adopted a resoluticn +o exempt
pupils at all-levels from tuitlon Pees as from the 1975~
1976 school year. Good and needy pupils, children of wap
invalids, martyrs, and large fanilies are given scholane
E%%Pﬁoia iggg ESE%SIE#G‘“‘Aylﬁu%intvgrﬂa%gy@agt%tgﬁgiw'
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During the war-years, special allowances were given by

the government to make it possible for the students to
conbinue their sbtudy at evacuation places - Policies

ﬁ&ve been worked out to encoursgs young women to attend
achools ¢ for example they may enjog soms sort of prip-.
rity, nurseriss are set up especially for their childrenaa.

No lees important is the struggle in the ideologleal
Tield, We have put up = flerde siruggle ggainst feundal
attitudes toward women, for example s women needn't go to
school, or all they need is good house-keeping. We also
combat the infericrity complex amcng women themselves,
who believe that women cammot study well nor master selen-
ce and techniques..As a result, many girls are fttending °
schools, making up 45% of the general educatlon pupila
and 43,5% of the students®! body.

In fact, women in our country are given every oppoDw=
tunity to consolidate their position in and to contribute
to the education of the young generation in genersl Aduca=—
tion schools and universities . Mere and more women arve
aducated at sehocls gnd they are encouraged to the
teaching work., Now, women-ieachers account for 524, and
the number of women uniyersity teachers ranges up to over
1,000, They are doing their best to fulfill their duby

satisfactorily.

Thanks to the atbtention paid to the developmemt of
education, apart from the traeining of an army of young
intellectuals With advanced scientific and technical le-
vels, we have made ths Yth-form level universal smong the
young people now working in field or in factorles. Many
young people have had intermediate professionsl levels.
Tradeless young women are daught a trade. Having good
culturel and professionsl levels, more and more women take
part im socially useful labour and in practice are men's
equals, Together with school edueabicm, the collective
life, brﬂiﬂing and education of various pecple
nisatioms (tha Fonth s o

'sqorga...
*ha Women's Union..) have
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enabled the young pedple to Imow more about the national,
centuries-old,culture, the glorlous tradition of fighting
off foreipp aggressors, thus making them conscious of
their responsibility to inherit and promote these eonditions
and spiritual values. An outstanding result of ours in traie
ning™ the future reveolutionary generations" lsg the faect that
our yaung generation ready to devote the frime of their
life te the fatherland,tc national reunification, to
selfless labour in order to build socialism in the Nerth
to contribube to the revolutlionary movemsent and werld
pencea v ;




