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- SOLIDARITY DRCLARATION
OF THE WIDF COUNCIL

The Council of the WIDF, meeting in Moscow from 15 to
19 Hay 1978, once again expresses ite solidarity with the
women and children, with all the peoples struggling for
their legitimate rights, for demoeracy, progress, national
independence and peace.

Categorically reaffirming the principles and objectives
contained in the international instruments on Human Rights,
the WIDF Council notes with conecern and indignation that in
different regionas ef the world these economic, social, poli-
tical and gultural rights are systematically violated. Thia
state of affairs has painful effects on the lives of millions
of men, women and children.

The WIDF Council notes in particular that this is
happening:

= In the Middle East, where the recent agpgression by the
Government of Ierael againet the fepublie of Lebanon hasa
agpravated the extremely critiecal situation in the region,
whieh threatens peace throughout the world. Thig invasion is
a premeditated military operation against the Arab national
liberation movement designed to deatroy the Palestinian re-
sigtance and the patriotic and progresdi ve Lebanese forces
and to prevent a just solution of the Middle East problem,
which can only be achieved through recognition of the
national rights of the Palestinian people and with the par-
ticipation of ite legitimate representative, the Palestine
Liberation Organization.

This act of aggression, carried cut with the backing of
the imperialist powers, with its tragic toll of thousands
of innocent victims - dead, wounded, homeless refugees,
outcasts from their own land - and in flagrant contraven-
tion of the UN resclutiona on the Middle East, makes it 2
8t1ll more imperious to mobilize the women, the peo
and each of our organizationa for: the withdrawal
trooga from all territoriea occupied sinc [ ull respect

-~ for the rights of the Palestinian‘people to exercise self—
n,hidﬁtermination, to return to their homeland, and to set up
=, their own independent state) guaranteeing the sovereignty

a -'rll-r_.'A.rf

ii;lgﬁbuufmﬁf"&II'tﬁe'éfﬁ es and pedples of the region; an end to the
~ a1 | 2cts of war, repression, arbitrary arrest and torture to
(SRALL whish the pugulation ig subjected in the occupiled territorico

~ increased aid to the thousands of Palegtinian and Lebanese
refugees who lave lost everything; and freedom for the iArab




and Israell patriots imprisoned in the Jjaile of Isrnel.

W
= in Southern Africa, where the raciat regimes deprive the
peoples of the most elementary human rights and constitute
a permanent threat to the territorial integrity of the in-
dependent statea of the region and to peace and security
throughout the world.

In thig International Anti-- Apartheid Year, it is im-
perative to demand effective implementation by all states
of the UN resclutions on NWamibia, Zimbabwe and South Africa;
to denounce with still greater force the imperialist powers
that baclk the racist governments while provoking armed con-
flicts against the progreseive states of the contient, with
the intention of curbing the inexorable liberation process
in Afrieca; it iz imperative to go on giving maximum support
to the heroie struggle of the peoples of the continent against
racism, colonialism and neoccolonialism, and fto go on demanding
an end to repression and the release of all political prisoners.

- in Latin America, where a group of dictatorial, fascist or
represgive regimes — in Chile, Uruguay, Brazil, Hicaragua,
Guatemala, Parapguay, Haiti and other countries - aystematic-
ally vioclate eccnomic, political, social and cultural rights
and pursue anti-national policies for the benefit of the big
foreign corporations and the national oligarchies which
piunder the natural and human rescurces of the eontinent,
cauging & congtant deterioration in the living and working
conditions of millions of men, women snd children. Military
pacts and bases, which tie the majority of the atates to

US military strategy, violate the sovereigniy of the countries
of the region and pose a growing threat to peace in the world.

The women and the peoples of Latin America are impetucusly
rising up in wehement rebellion against such a poliecy and.
the regimes that pursue it, facing repreession and fascism to
defend their living standards, human righte, democracy,
national independence and peace.

Once again this struggle demands the support and solidarity’
of each of our national organizations and the women and the
peoplea of the world, adding ,their voices to the call for the
release of all political prisoners; preservation of the 1life
and elarification of the fdte of thousands of missing patricts;
respect for the right of emigrated patriots fto return home;
and end to the torture, the repregsion, and the crimes com=
mitted by faseist gangs trained by the U3 Central Intelligence
Agency and active in Argentina and other countries; restora-
tion of democratic righte and freedoms; decolonization of
Fuerto Rico and dismantling of the mllitary bases in the region;
and respect for the sovereignty and territorial infegrity of
Panama and the right of all the peoples of the continent to
defend and dispose freely of their natural resources.

- in various countries of Agie the rights of the peoples and
personal safeguarda are violated. In Indonesia thousands of
man and women haove heen imprisoned Tor many years; in Uman,
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Uhofar and other countries of the Gulf the hard strugele con-
tinues for national independence and egainst militarization
of the reglon; the Korean people aspire to and demand the
peaceful, demoeratic and independent reunification of their
homeland, calling for an end to fascist terror in South Korea
and the withdrawal of all foreign troope and muclear weapons
stationed on South Korean territory; in many countrieas of the
region, unemployment and poor living standards conatitute a
gtriking negation of the right to work, health, education and
well-being: in South-East Asia the women and the people of
Vietnam have recently been confronted with the need to defend
their territorial integrity and the inviolability of their
borders while working without interruption for the peaceful
reconstruction of their homeland.

- in many countries of Weatern Europe, the crisis and unemploy-
ment - partlicularly prevalent among women, jyoung people and
foreign workera - is making the ripght to work and many other
economic and ascciel rights unattainable. Militariesm and the
increasing and tolerated mctivity of fascist groups, together
with such practices as the "Berufsverbot" (employment ban)
congpire against detente and peace and sericusly encroach on
freedom of conscience and the right to work; in Northern Ire-
land, the women and the people are rejecting repressive legia-
lation and demanding respect for human rights; in Cyprus, the
gtruggle continues for implementation of the UN resclutions;

in defence of self-determination, whisch would guarantee the
legitimate rights of the pecple to independence and territorial

integrity; for a peaceful and lasting settlement that would

put an end to the tragedy of the 200 000 Cypriots who are re-
fupgees in their own country; in Portugal, Spain and Greece, fthe
women and the peoples - under adverse soglo-economic conditions-
are endeavouring to conselidate and make lrreversible the demo-
-gratic process begun after the overthrow of the fascist regimes.

= in the United States the gtruggle im spreading to improve
the conditions of millions of working and unemployed people,
for the release of the Wilmington Ten, John Harris - sentenced
to death on the basis of perjured testimony - and all other
citizens imprisoned for defending racial and economic equality
and basic civil and political rights.

Hoting with deep concern the gravity of these wviolations of
rights and human dignity which particularly affeot women,
children and the familiea, the WIDF Council CALLS ONCE AGAIN
on its national organizationm,all women's organisations, and
the women of all continents to redouble their moral, politicnl
and material spolidarity with the women and the peopiea. who
are demanding their legitimate economic, political, social

and cultural rights gnd fighting for democracy, progressa,
national independence and peace.




