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ELIAS W. KOUSSA,
ADVOCATE,
P.0.B.14,

HAIPA.

12th November, 1854,

The Editor of Jorusslem Post,
Jerusalem,

Dear 8ir,

¥+, Ben Adi's prtiele in your issue of the llth instent,
regerding the registretion of Becuin lend in Beersnebn Distriot ls
proefoundly disturbing. The secreay shrouding the operstlonm, the
recent arrest of three sons of Sheikh Svuleiman Huzayil, the peramount
Beduin echief, without sseribing ressons, the taking awoy of le, 000
dunems of the cultiveble lsnd whilech the Becrshebs Beduin have been
cultiveting from time immemoriel, the sllotment of this ares ho 8
Jewish settlement, the proposed disperscment of these Beduln inte
emell groups end transplanting them from thelr present ebodtto arid
lend like Tel A1 ¥11h (Selt HIll), are =11 symptoms hreeconcilable
with the benevolent cheracter which ¥r, Bon Aél desires to bestow
vpon the schems,

If 1t were tyue thet the project aima et the eliminctlom
of the pre-ent feudslistic system in which these Beduin live, the
equiterble redist-idbution of the lend, and the grant of lend to land=
less Beduin, why then is the Governmert teking sway the sultirable
lend from the Beduim, giving 1+ to Jevish settlements, end trens-
planting the Beduln to locslitles where fthe land —agquives modarn

matiods of rotation end onltivetion to yield good cwops f Why not
lesve the Bedumin on thelr anceatvsl lends end settle Jewsg on londs
which vequir: intelligent farming end sdvanses sgricultuwe whieh
the MHMnlmk?

Yt seems to me thet 1f the Government were truly snimmsted
by the good intentions mentioned by Mr, Ben Adl, 1t would bettew
schieve 1te desives by leaving the Peduin where thay ere, proalaiming
the lands g settlement ares, sppointing e judiecisl afficer to settle
the rights in respect therecf, and when tne gettlement 1s completed,
the Government shiould grant a %vrisble plot" to every lpndless Beduln
femily on generous conditioneg.

The project, ns described by ir, Ben Adi, lesvea vory
14ttle doubt thet it setually sontempletes the dilaloecetlion of the
13,000 Beduin living in the Negev and their ultimate expulsion from
Ic reel. 1In due course, they will join the Arab refugeen,

Yotrs) faithfully,










