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18th February,

Mr, Leonard R. Cowles,
American Consul,
Persian Street,

Hlifl-

Dear Mr., Cowles,

while translating for publication in "Al<Rabita"
review, the aide memoire on the Arabs of Iarasl delivered to Mr.

Mark Bortman, I discovered that the following sentence was inadver-
tantly omitted from the first paragraph under the item noonfiscation
of Arab Agricultural Lands", It should be inserted imm diately at
the end of the paragraph at page 2 of the memorandum,

" This land cenfiscation flagrantly violated the
international obligations imposed on Israel in virtue of the United
Natiaﬁifrzglugtiun of 29th Novermber, 19#9, and in pursuance of the
Transjordan-Israel Armistice Agreement of 1949,."

I wonder whether 1t would be possible for you teo ask
Mr. Bortman to add this statement to his ecopy of the memorandum. It
1s simply an illustration of the splrit of disrespect and disregard
which the Government of Israel shows to United Nation Rezolutions and

to international eobligaticns.

!nufé/ﬁuhfuny ;
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28th Pebruary, 1957.

The General Secretary,
United Nutlons Drm{uttu,
New York, U. 8. A.

Dear Sir,

In its issue of the 18th instant, the Jerusalem Pest reported
that the Sudanese Delegate had stated befors the Special Politics
Committee of the Uni Nations that Isrsel was maltreat the Arab
inhabitents, and that, thereupon, the Isrseli Delegate ted him to
visit Israel "if he was interested in establishing facts®! Mr, Comay
mmrngiom'mt "the Arab minority enjoyed the same rights as all

Di:l.d"nhdl:::h uxtlu lﬂlht. u::n& th;n foll u’hlt.:- to ﬂ::l
Budanese ega hope 8 an terce,
end censorship authoritiss of I;rul i . " .

. ltrna{ urge accept invitation visit Isrsel :nruu free
movement and contac an asa then policy maltrea s humili=-

nﬂu’ pauperizing eventually u.quu-ttﬂ Arabs sscertained asa

s statement U.N.8.C.P. evasive and mi ing".

Prime Minister Ben Gurion has suggested thst a U.N.Comzission
should come to Israel to discuss the three rﬂuus of Gaza Strip, to
wit l-ulg.fru attack, the economic difficulties of the Arab popu-

ln and settlement of the refugees. I have nothing to
eoncerning the iint problem for it is a debatable gquestion whe the
Arab S8tates or israel require such imwunity. But I wish to say, as
regards the remaining two problems, that it is nelither just nor fair
to entrust the Govermment of I -iﬂthth-nlfmurﬂumhd
the Gaza Strip. For the last ars, the Government of Israel has been
pursuing a policy of maltreatment, oppression and pauperization against
the 200 thousand Arabs at presant living in Isrselj and for the last
B years the Covernment has been treating them as second elass citizens

potential fifth eolumnista. Sinsce the birth of the State, the Arabs
of Israel have been the victims of systematie usurpation of their i-
eultural lands, of continuous oppression and humiliation by the military
rule, of grave restriction of thelr freeiom of movement, of many harsh
practices and devices obstructing their pegeeful li.ﬂllhnol end of
denial of their right to due representation in government snd publie
departments and institutions, although they pay all taxes, direct and
indirect,in the same manner snd to the same extent as the Jewish in-
habitgnts of the country. Indeed, the Government has not yet taken
any sincere measure to resettle thousends of displaced Arabs who were
forcibly driven out from their villages which were subseguently do:o-
lished, in some instances, in flagrant violation of the judgments o
the highest trdbunszl of the State ltself, which directed the return
of the Arabs to their homes and landa. By the cruel aet of the Oovern-
ment, thousands of Arabs have been rendered landless and jobless. Their
plight presents a clear indiecation of the "spirit of earnestness and
friendship" which, allegedly, animates the Prime Minister to deal with
the problem of the Arab inhabitants of Gaza Strip. One hss only
visit Al-Rameh snd Al=Jish villages where the Christian Arabs of
Iqrit and Kafr Bir'em villages live respectively, in order to appreel
the mmount of trust one can repose in the statenents and assurances
made and given by the Prime Minister. I have mentioned the above two
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villages by way of 1llustration only. There are many other villages
the Arab inhabitants of which suffer the same misery. Let no om'
forget the poor Arab farmer, Mohamed Al-Naddaf of Jalameh in the :
Little Triangle, who had by strenuous work and persistent hard labour,
turned his land measuri some 800 dunums of fertile and highly
productive land into a flourishing orchard of “rutt trees and vines
&% orange grove, and also constructed decent houses for the
habltation of hie family. ¥He wes driven cut from his property, the
fruit and orange trees as well as the vines were uprooted, the houscs
damolished and the Xand np‘:mtuﬂ to Jewlzh immisrants in utter dis-
regard of the deelsion the High Court of Justiee that his expulsion
from his properties was unlzuful gnd that he w.s entitled to the
restitution of hls preoperty. Neither the Prime Minister nor the Police
made any endenvour to assiast thizs helpless and defenceless Arab
against tha Jewlsh aggressors, iAntlclpating no justice or fatiness
from the Covernnent of Isrsel, he felt constrained to send a telegram
to the Prime Minister enguiring whether"he was living in a State or
anong a taﬁ of robbers". It is a}sa to b noted that the usurpation
of Arab lend by the Government of lsrael under various pretences was
in direct violetlion of the internstizsasl obllgations lmposed upon the
State of “*srael in virtue of the United “ation artition Resolution
of the 29th lovember, 1047, and the Trenajordan-Israel Armistice
Agreement, 1549,

Such being the conduct, hehaﬂ.mi and attitude of the
Govarnment of Israel ageinet the Arabs of ‘2rsel, one can easily
imagine the unenviable fete in store for the Arabs of the Gasza Strip
who esllegedly provided the men for the Fedayeen Squads, and who stand,
therefore, noe chance for a benevolent and magnanirous treatment.

If the Frime iinister of Isroel was anxious to have a
United “ation Commission coms to this country to dlscuss the afore=
saild probtlens, it is only fair and Just that this Comission should
he given power to uire inte the conditions of the Arabs of I[srael
to enable 1t to declde whether 1t would be wize and ‘gnﬂant, Just
gnd equitable, to make the Arabs of the Gagze Strip shars the dls-
tressing plight of their brethern who have been suffering for the
last 8 vears from the policy of opprassion, humilistion snd impovoe
rhhm:?} sinee the birth of the State.

I shall be grateful if you will be kind enough to bring
the contents of thils memorandum to the attantion of the member Btates
of the United Notions Organization.

Ymn-‘s/ﬁ'n 1thfully,
O™







