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"Barfiliya", ‘Adel az-Zawaty, a Paper Clipping

Handwritten in Arabic, this paper clipping documents the name of "Barfiliya", a village
depopulated in 1948 and located to the east of the southeast of Ramleh and seven
kilometres to the northeast of the Ramallah-Ramleh road. Said village is connected
through narrow gravel roads with Innaba, al-Qubab, al-Kunayyisa, Salbit, Bayt Shanna,
Shilta, al-Burj, and Bir Ma'in. Set at a rolling plain east of the central coastal plain by the
west piedmonts of Ramallah highlands at 230 metres above sea level, the village of
Barfiliya had a population of 421-544 (1922-31) living in 132 houses, and 730 in 1945
with a total of 7,134 dunums of land, four of which roads and valleys consume. Most of
the land is used for the plantation of fruit tree, the likes of olive; which is planted on 191
dunums, citrus, grape, and fig, in addition to seasonal vegetables and grains which are
rainfed. As for landmarks, Barfiliya's most houses are rectangular, adjoining, and built
with mudbrick with narrow allies leading to major roads. The village also features small
shops, a mosque, a primary school established in 1946, water tanks, and ancient mola
olearia-type olive oil presses east of the village.






