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“Men Asaleeb al-Lugha al-Arabeyyah”, by Khalil Sakakini

This archival item documents a book by Khalil Sakakini titled “Men Asaleeb al-Lugha al-
Arabeyyah”, where he discusses the following subjects: The effects of obfuscation in the
Arabic Language including first: obfuscation in singular, dual and plural, are found
excessively in poetry. 1. The effects of obfuscation when using the dual in place of the
singular. 2. The effects of obfuscation when using the singular in place of the plural. 3.
The effects of obfuscation when using the plural in place of the singular. 4. The effects
of obfuscation when using the plural in place of the dual. Second: one of the effects of
obfuscation is using the subject formula instead of the object or the other way around, as
well as the verb’s three formulas: past, present and future, where one formula could be
used instead of the other. Third: one of the effects of obfuscation is additions, where
originally the verb should be built on additions by many verbs that have come as
abstract. Sakakini then mentions the two most important uses of the dictionary, first
taking the language as we were given then lifting it, and second taking the language as
we were given and mend it with correction and editing. Sakakini sees that the Arabic
language is at the top and if we want it to be perfect, there are two things to do, first
taking the language as we received it and adding new vocabulary, the second for its
vocabulary to be as strong as its meaning, except for the meaning might count for more
than the vocabulary, in this case, we either let go of what we don’t need or search for
meanings of new vocabulary. He then mentions anagramming, which is switching letters
by changing dots while forging is changing vowels. Synonyms include anagramming,
foreign, derivation, stylistic and writing. Sakakini points out that in the Arabic language
there are verbs called compliant verbs, where the action is done by the subject upon
itself.
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